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The universality of suffering and God’s seeming 
indifference to it prompts us to ask why He 
allows bad things to happen to good people. But 
that question misses the point.  

No-one is truly good, because; ‘there is no man 
who does not sin’ (1 Kings 8:46); ‘there is no-one 
who does good’ (Psalm 143:2); no-one can say, ‘I 
have cleansed my heart, I am pure from my sin 
(Proverbs 20:9); ‘there is not a righteous man on 
earth who continually does good and who never 
sins’ (Ecclesiastes 7:20).  

Since ‘all have sinned’ Romans 3:23) and ‘the 
wages of sin is death’ (Romans 6:23), everyone 
deserves death.    …Continued 



The real question is not why bad things happen to 
good people, but why good things happen to bad 
people. [The fact] that they do reflects God’s 
compassion, grace, and mercy to underserving 
sinners.  

Because redeemed sinners still live in a fallen 
world, bad things also happen to believers. But 
unlike what happens to unbelievers, when 
believers experience the same calamities they are 
not judgements, but remedial trials to benefit 
them spiritually and bring honour to God.’  

MacArthur New Testament Commentary on Luke 11-17; p181 



Heath Lambert’s Testimony ‘I will bear Witness’ available 
from the CCEF website 
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3. God allows bad things to happen to His people 

to remind them of their heavenly hope 1 Peter 

1:3-5 

4. God allows bad things to happen to His people 

to reveal to them what they really love,         

Romans 5:2-5 
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5. God allows bad things to happen to His people 

to teach them obedience Psalm 119:67, 71 

6. God allows bad things to happen to His people 

so he can show them His compassion                 

2 Corinthians 1:3-4a 

7. God allows bad things to happen to His people 

to prepare us for greater usefulness James 1:2-4 

8. God allows bad things to happen to His people 

so they can comfort others in their trials             

2 Corinthians 1:4b 
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• Pontius Pilate was proud, arrogant, cynical, and at the 

same time weak and vacillating. The incident referred to 

on this occasion was typical of Pilate’s rule as governor, 

which was marked by insensitivity and brutality. 

• Josephus, the Jewish historian of the first century AD 

gives us some more information regarding Pilate. 

• The Jews had a belief that events were caused by sin. So 

these Galileans MUST have been gross sinners. 

• Jesus said that these Galileans were NOT worse sinners 

than anyone else. 
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• Jesus then brought up the issue of a tower that had fallen, 

killing 18 people, natives of Jerusalem. 

• Jesus made it clear that those who were killed were no 

worse than anyone else living in Jerusalem. 

• Just like the incident in Carlton                                             

in March 2013 when a brick wall                                  

tragically killed three people,                                          

these things happen. They were                                          

no worse than anyone else. 



Throughout history, accidents, natural disasters, crime, 
and war have killed unbelievers at all points of the moral 
spectrum, as well as believers. For the unbelievers this 
means eternal judgement in hell, but for believers it brings 
eternal blessing in heaven. The Lord’s point is that those 
who perish in such calamities are no worse sinners than 
those who survive. Those who live do so because through 
they deserve to die, God withholds what they deserve for a 
time in mercy. He allows sinners to live because He is 
compassionate, gracious merciful and patient toward 
them… But God uses calamities to remind people that 
death is often an imminent surprise for which they need to 
be prepared. He allows sinners to live because He is 
compassionate gracious merciful and patient toward 
them… But God uses calamities to remind people that 
death is often an imminent surprise for which they need to 
be prepared.  MacArthur New Testament Commentary Luke 11-17; p186-187 
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A. The incident involving Pilate, v1-3a 

B. The incident involving the tower of Siloam, v4-5a 

C. The application, verses 3b and 5b 

• The fact that Jesus chose to repeat the statement 
twice, using exactly the same words, in such a short 
space of time shows the urgency and import that He 
placed on them. 

• Repentance is needed. What is repentance? 

A. First, you must change your mind about your 
sinfulness 

B. Second, you must understand that Christ is your 
ONLY hope for salvation, and trust in Him alone. 
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• The landowner expected a crop from his well-tended 
fig tree. Everything was there to make it fruit. 

• The landowner was disgusted by this useless tree. 

• Five applications of the parable: 

i. Israel had been abundantly blessed by God. And 
yet they produced no fruit. Luke 3:8-9 

ii. Those who fail to produce spiritual fruit that 
accompanies salvation will be cut down. 

iii. Judgement is near for all of us. 

iv. If judgement is delayed, it is not because of any 
goodness or righteousness in you. God is being 
merciful to you. 

v. God’s patience will eventually run out. You will 
have no excuse when you stand before Him. 



• If you are a believer this morning, know that you 

could die at any moment, at which point you will 

be with Christ. In the meantime, life your life for 

God’s glory. The only reason you escape eternity 
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be with Christ. In the meantime, life your life for 

God’s glory. The only reason you escape eternity 

in hell is God’s grace and mercy. Praise Him! 

 

• If you are not a believer this morning, know that 

you could die at any moment, at which point you 

will stand before Christ with Him passing 

sentence on you. You will not escape eternity in 

hell unless you repent and trust Christ only. 

 


